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A SERVICE FOR CHRIST THE KING 
 

GREETING 

In the name of the Father  

and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

God in Christ has revealed his glory. 

Come let us worship. 

  

From the rising of the sun to its setting 

the Lord’s name is greatly to be praised. 

 

Give him praise, you servants of the Lord. 

O praise the name of the Lord! 

 

HYMN – Jesus We Enthrone You - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-8MrZj_mBx4 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

God of our days and years, 

we set this time apart for you. 

Form us in the likeness of Christ 

so that our worship and our lives may 

glorify you. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF PENITENCE 

Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’  

So let us turn away from sin and turn to Christ, 

confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 

 

The kingdom is yours, 

but we turn away from your just rule: 
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Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

The power is yours, 

but we trust in our own power and  

strength: 

 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

The glory is yours, 

but we fall short of the glory of God: 

 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

May almighty God, 

who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, 

bring us his pardon and peace, now  

and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

FIRST BIBLE READINGS – Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 20-24 

 

ACCLAMATION 

Lift up your heads, O gates; 

be lifted up, you everlasting doors; 

and the King of glory shall come in. 

 

‘Who is the King of glory?’ 

‘The Lord, strong and mighty, 

the Lord who is mighty in battle.’ 

 

Lift up your heads, O gates; 

be lifted up, you everlasting doors; 

and the King of glory shall come in. 
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‘Who is this King of glory?’ 

‘The Lord of hosts, 

he is the King of glory.’ 

 

Glory to God, Source of All Being, 

Eternal Word and Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now; 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 

GOSPEL READING – Matthew 25: 31-end 

 

REFLECTION – Revd. Helen Duckett 

During these past couple of months, only one other news story has the power to battle the 

Coronavirus for prominence in the media headlines and that has been, of course, the on-going 

saga of the presidential election in the United States. At the time of writing, Joe Biden and Kamala 

Harris are President Elect and Vice-President Elect with Donald Trump still yet to concede defeat; 

and various law-suits are being undertaken by the Trump campaign to challenge the results. 

The whole process has felt a bit like a soap-opera – with twists and tales, and complicated sub-

plots, and much human emotion and drama on display – and of course the media, and we as T.V. 

consumers – appear to be endlessly fascinated with all that is going on – finding ourselves drawn 

in to the spectacle. 

The United States of America remains a deeply-divided nation; and despite all the appeals for 

unity and co-operation from Joe Biden and other key political leaders, the divisions run very, very 

deep – with fear, distrust and dislike evident on both sides.  

Now whatever your thoughts and feelings on the Presidential Election, what the process has 

highlighted in sharp relief, I believe, are the very different and diverse understandings which 

people have concerning the nature of political leadership:  How do the people of the United States 

expect their President to act? What qualities, what values do they expect their President to have? 

What do they think should be their President’s priorities as the so-called Leader of the Free 

World? What kind of personality traits are they looking for? How do they think the President should 

work with Congress, with other nations? What kind of leader are they looking for? 

And, of course, just as the people of the United States are having these debates concerning their 

political leaders, so we, in this country, have been having our own conversations concerning our 

Government and the Opposition Parties and the kind of leadership we are expecting to receive 

from them in the middle of this pandemic, this Covid crisis. 

And it is in the light of these questions, these debates, that I would like us for a moment to ponder 

our own liturgical theme for today and to reflect upon our Gospel reading from Matthew 25 and 

Jesus’ Parable of the Sheep and Goats. Because today we are celebrating Christ the King; and as 

we look forward to the beginning of Advent next Sunday, so we are led this morning to focus upon 

Jesus whom we, as Christians, believe is our ultimate leader – God’s representative on earth who 
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brings in the reign and the rule of God; and who also provides a model and an example for all in 

positions of leadership and authority – including, dare I say it, our own political leaders. 

Now I’m NOT saying that the liturgical theme of Christ the King and our Gospel reading will give us 

direct and conclusive instructions as to whom we should vote for in the next General Election. But 

what it does do, I believe, is to provide us, as Christian, with an over-arching framework in which a 

certain style and approach to leadership is embodied by Jesus and is therefore advocated as a 

model and a way of being that both inspires and encourages, challenges and critiques, all those 

who in this present-day have an authority of whatever kind over others and who therefore have a 

responsibility for other people’s well-being. 

So what kind of king, what kind of leader is Jesus presented as being in the Parable of the Sheep 

and Goats? 

Well in his telling of the Parable, Jesus speaks of himself, and refers to himself, not in direct first-

person terms but in third person terms as ‘the Son of Man’. And as he begins his Parable and 

describes the Son of Man, our first impression is of Jesus as the King who rules over all the earth 

– an awesome, splendid and glorious judge. All the trappings of pomp and of ceremony appear to 

be ascribed to him. Jesus talks about himself as the Son of Man, ‘coming in his glory and all the 

angels with him… and sitting on the throne of this glory’; and the image that comes to mind of one 

of a state occasion in this country – a coronation, or royal wedding or something like that. 

And not only does Jesus, the Son of Man, come in great glory, once he is seated on his throne, he 

acts as the judge of all the nations. All the peoples of the earth gather before him and he 

pronounces judgement upon them – separating the sheep and the goats – the good from the bad. 

Here is leadership power at its uttermost. As King, Jesus has complete control over his subjects – 

he judges them; he decides their fate; and they are helpless in response. His rule, at first glance, 

is more like a dictatorship than a democracy – no one can contradict or challenge him. 

But no sooner has the image of  the Son of Man as the ultimate ruler and judge been created by 

Jesus himself; then Jesus, as always, turns his own parable on its head, and offers a subversive 

take on his own story so far… Because when the Son of Man judges the peoples of the earth, he 

uses a certain criteria: and that is, whether or not people have welcomes and ministered to the 

stranger, the person who is sick, the person who is hungry and thirsty, the prisoner, the person 

who is naked and without shelter. In other words, Jesus, as King, judges his subjects on their 

attitudes towards the weakest and the most vulnerable members of society. He is a King, a Ruler, 

who has a bias for the poor and the outcast – a bias so strong that, in this Parable, the eternal fate 

of all individual members of humanity rests upon one question, and one question alone: Have they 

cherished and cared for the weak and the vulnerable… 

So the judgement of Jesus, the Son of Man, is a judgement which looks with mercy and justice 

upon those on the very margins, the very edges of society – those who are the most powerless. 

But not only this, for Jesus, the Son of Man, then goes even further in the Parable to re-define his 

kingship and his leadership thus when he says to the Sheep: ‘I was hungry and you gave me food; 

I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink; I was a stranger and your welcomed me; I was 

naked and your gave me clothing; I was sick and you took care of me; I was in prison and you 

visited me…. Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 

family, you did it to me.” 

And in the same vein, Jesus says to the Goats: ‘I was hungry and your gave me no food; I was 

thirst and you gave me nothing to drink; I was a stranger and you did not welcome me; naked and 
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you did not give me clothing; sick and in prison and you did not visit me… Truly I tell you, just as 

you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it for me.’ 

What Jesus, the Son of Man, is making absolutely clear here is that not only is he a leader who 

has a bias for the vulnerable, for the outcast; he is also a leader who completely and utterly 

identifies himself with the vulnerable, with the outcast. It is in the midst of the presence of the 

poor, the desolate, that Jesus the King is to be found; and so completely does Jesus identify with 

them, what whatever is done for one of them is done actually for him. 

In our Gospel Reading, Jesus the Ruler, Christ the King – the great judge before whom all the 

nations are gathered – is a ruler, a king, who is present in the outcast, the lowly, the vulnerable. 

Indeed, he is a king who is outcast; a king who is lowly; a king who is vulnerable. The outcast, the 

lowly, the vulnerable are his designated representatives on earth – so much so, that in serving 

them, one serves Jesus himself. 

In other words, Jesus is a leader who not only identifies with the poor, he IS the poor. And it is 

withing  this context, this understanding that the images at the beginning of the Parable of the Son 

of Man coming with power and with great glory are, I believe, to be understood.. 

And it is also within this context, that I believe, other roles of leadership are to be understood as 

well. For in the Christian tradition, if Christ is King over all the nations, then all leaders – be they 

political, religious or social – all other leaders are but Christ’s representatives on earth – and, as 

such, they have duty, a responsibility to uphold Christ’s model of leadership and way of exercising 

power and authority. 

In other words, from a Christian perspective, human leaders should  be leaders whose own 

standing is not to be found in overt displays of power and might; but in an identification with the 

poor – and identification that not only seeks the well-being of the vulnerable and the needy; but 

which actually locates its very being, its very authority in its inclusion of the outcast and the 

stranger… 

According to the Parable of the Sheep and Goats, Jesus’ kingship, Jesus’ leadership is a 

leadership that is on the edges of society, a leadership that faces possible rejection and scorn; yet, 

paradoxically, it is right here, right on the margins, that its glory, its authenticity, its power, its 

authority is ultimately to be found. And it is in our own attitudes towards this lowliness, this 

vulnerability, this precariousness that all of us – our own leaders included – all of us will be 

weighed and judged at the End of Time.. 

 

 

HYMN – Who Would Have Thought? - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2xhH4g0MqWw 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Let us declare our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

  

Though he was divine, 

he did not cling to equality with God, 

but made himself nothing. 
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Taking the form of a slave, 

he was born in human likeness. 

 

He humbled himself  

and was obedient to death, 

even the death of the cross. 

 

Therefore God has raised him on high, 

and given him the name above every name: 

that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow, 

and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

 

INTERCESSIONS 

Let us with confidence present our prayers and supplications to the throne of grace. 

 

We pray for all those in positions of power, 

that they may govern with wisdom and integrity, 

serving the needs of their people… 

 

May your reign come; 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for the Church, the sign of your reign, 

that it may extend your welcome to people of every 

race and background… 

 

May your kingdom come; 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for Christians of every denomination, 

that together we may come to understand 

the royal priesthood you bestowed on us in baptism… 
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May your dominion come; 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for those whose commitment to truth 

brings them into conflict with earthly powers, 

that they may have the courage to endure… 

 

May your rule come; 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for our communities of faith, 

that attentive to your word 

we may always worship in spirit and in truth… 

 

May your reign come; 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Loving God, 

you have taught us that the power of the heart 

is greater than the power of wealth and might. 

Hear us as we pray for the fulfilment of your reign. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our King; 

to him be glory and power for ever. 

Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR CHRIST THE KING 

God the Father, 

help us to hear the call of Christ the King 

and to follow in his service, 

whose kingdom has no end; 

for he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, one glory. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
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your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN – The Servant King - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GrQiLEO4D5s 

 

BLESSING 

May God the Father, Judge all-merciful, 

make us worthy of a place in his kingdom. 

Amen. 

  

May God the Son, coming among us in  

power, 

reveal in our midst the promise of his glory. 

Amen. 

 

May God the Holy Spirit make us steadfast in faith, 

joyful in hope and constant in love.   

Amen. 

 

And the blessing of God Almighty, 

Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, 

be upon us and remain with us always. 

Amen. 

 

CLOSING ACCLAMATION 
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Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, 

the glory, the splendour, and the majesty: 

for everything in heaven and on earth is  

yours. 

 

Yours, Lord, is the kingdom: 

and you are exalted as head over all. 

Alleluia, Alleluia. Amen. 

 

Material for this service was taken from 

Common Worship (Church House Publishing) © The Archbishops’ Council 2000; 

New Patterns for Worship (Church House Publishing) © The Archbishops’ Council 2008; 

A New Zealand Prayer Book (HarperCollins) © The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and 
Polynesia 1989. 


